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ALASKA NATIVES AND ENVIRONMENTAL ACTIVISTS CALL

FOR CLEANER, RENEWABLE ENERGY

Prudhoe Bay Spill Makes Case to Protect Unspoiled Areas

WHAT:        Press Briefing:  As the Senate Energy Committee prepares to hold hearings on the failures that led to BP’s shutdown of its Prudhoe Bay oil pipelines in Alaska, environmentalists, independent oil-development experts, and Alaska Natives will hold a press briefing on the environmental and human-health ramifications of oil drilling on Alaska’s North Slope and in the Outer Continental Shelf.  Also in attendance will be activists from across the nation, who are in Washington, DC to call for investment in cleaner, renewable sources for meeting this nation’s energy needs and continued protection of public lands.

WHO:          The following experts will make brief opening statements or will be available to answer questions:

-- Peter Van Tuyn, Anchorage, Alaska

An environmental attorney, Mr. Van Tuyn will present testimony on the history of environmental violations and programmatic regulatory failures on Alaska’s North Slope at Tuesday morning’s Senate hearing

-- Richard Fineberg, Independent Oil Industry Analyst, Ester, Alaska

Mr. Fineberg is an expert on the Trans Alaska Pipeline and oil industry conduct on the North Slope of Alaska.

                     -- Rosemary Ahtuangaruak, Nuiqsut, Alaska

Ms. Ahtuangaruak is former Mayor of Nuiqsut and a public health worker who has witnessed the human health impacts of drilling in Alaska.

-- Earl Kingik, Point Hope, Alaska

-- Luci Beach, Gwich’in Steering Committee

-- Anna Aurilio, U.S. PIRG Interim Director (Moderator)

-- Senator James Jeffords (I-VT) (invited)

WHEN:        8:45 A.M., TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2006

                     A light breakfast will be served.

WHERE:     406 Dirksen Senate Office Building (Senate EPW Hearing Room)
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