Congress of the United States
Washington, BEC 20515

February 3, 2016

Andrew Weissmann

U.S. Department of Justice
Criminal Division, Fraud Section
Bond Building, 4th Floor

10th and Constitution Ave. NW
Washington, DC 20530-0001

Dear Mr. Weissmann:

We are deeply troubled by recent media reports’ alleging that British American Tobacco (BAT)
conspired to bribe politicians and public health officials across Central and East Africa to block,
weaken, and delay the passage and implementation of public health laws designed to protect
people from the deadly effects of tobacco. We request the Department of Justice investigate
BAT’s alleged bribery to determine whether it violated the terms of the Foreign Corrupt
Practices Act.

On November 30, 2015, a British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) documentary” revealed that
BAT allegedly funded illegal corporate espionage and bribed politicians and policymakers in
Rwanda, Kenya, Uganda, Burundi, and Comoros. The bribes ranged from $3,000 to $20,000 and
shockingly, the evidence, suggests some of these illicit activities were authorized by a regional
BAT executive.’

As a foreign and publicly traded corporation on the New York Stock Exchange, BAT is subject
to the Foreign Corrupt Practices Act (FCPA), which prohibits any issuers of stock on the
exchange to engage in bribery of foreign officials.* BAT is one of the largest publicly traded
tobacco corporations in the world and owns 42 percent of Reynolds American, Inc.,” a major
U.S. tobacco corporation whose subsidiaries distribute BAT’s brands, Lucky Strike and Pall
Mall, in the U.S. Though BAT has ardently denied these allegations, the corporation’s
involvement in other illicit activities such as smuggling has been well-documented in Africa and
other regions.®’ .
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If true, these allegations would show that BAT attempted to undermine the World Health
Organization Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (WHO FCTC), a global tobacco treaty
agreed to by 179 countries and signed by the United States.'® If implemented appropriately and
without interference, this treaty has the potential to save 200 million lives by 2050. Further, these
allegations would show that BAT attempted to unduly and negatively influence public health
policymaking in multiple countries. N

The WHO FCTC has already accelerated progress in curbing the expansion of the tobacco
epidemic throughout the world.'? Progress in Africa, however, has been much slower than in
other regions."® To date, few if any African countries have implemented health policies fully in
line with their obligations under the WHO FCTC.!* Consequently, a report by the American
Cancer Society in 2013 demonstrated that unless these public health measures are passed
immediately, Africa could be the next epicentre of the tobacco epidemic. '’

If nothing is done to reduce smoking in Africa, adult smokers on the continent will soar from 77
million in 2013 to 572 million by 2100, making the immediate passage of these public health
measures paramount to preventing millions of deaths on the continent.'® An investigation by the
Department of Justice into allegations against BAT and the application of appropriate punitive
measures could shed light on the lack of effective tobacco control policies in some African
countries and accelerate the implementation of the treaty’s lifesaving measures.

We are deeply concerned that BAT, as an issuer subjected to the FCPA, may have violated both
the Anti-Bribery and Books and Records provisions of the Act by making illegal payments to
government officials to influence those individuals and/or to secure an improper business
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advantage. We encourage your agency to thoroughly investigate the facts to determine the extent
and nature of BAT’s illegal activities. If you determine such violations did occur, we respectfully
request the Department of Justice seek appropriate enforcement measures against BAT.
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